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NOVA NICKEL–COPPER PROJECT — FRASER RANGE — OFFICIAL OPENING 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [9.12 am]: Last week I was 
honoured to officially open the Nova nickel–copper project located in the Fraser Range of Western Australia. It is 
the first mine of scale in the highly prospective emerging Fraser Range minerals province, and is the second new 
mine to open in a new mineral province this year. 

The project will mine the world-class Nova-Bollinger deposit. It is expected to produce an average of 
26 000 tonnes per annum of contained nickel and 11 500 tonnes per annum of contained copper over a 10-year life 
of the mine and to support approximately 400 jobs. The Nova project is among the lowest cost per tonne of 
production nickel operations in the world. This operation is a great example of the growing demand for 
Western Australia’s diverse range of minerals needed to fuel the battery and high-tech emerging technologies. The 
Nova project was initially discovered in July 2012 and started construction in January 2015, with the production 
of first nickel concentrate in October 2016, and nameplate capacity of 1.5 million tonnes per annum expected this 
month. This process has taken just over five years, which is a world-class turnaround. The former Department of 
Mines and Petroleum granted the mining lease for the project in record time, processing the application in 
25 business days, well within the target period of 65 days. 

This operation was a beneficiary of the exploration incentive scheme that the McGowan government recently 
recommitted to. The EIS provides co-funding for exploration drilling, allowing companies to drill where they 
otherwise may not, with the government receiving the valuable geoscience data. This program is a truly mutually 
beneficial partnership and, if fortunate, a deposit can be found that creates value for both the company and 
Western Australia. 

I would like to thank Independence Group, its directors and senior managers, all the special guests who attended 
the opening, and in particular the wonderful Ngadju Dancers who provided stories important to their home. 
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